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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: OVIP 

SUBJECT: TRAVEL OF EA ASSISTANT SECRETARY HABIB 

REF: BANGKOK 19936 

FOR AMBASSADOR KINTNER FROM HABIB 

1. APPRECIATE YOUR WILLINGNESS MEET ME AT AIRPORT 
FEBRUARY 18. 

2. I RECOGNIZE YOUR CONCERN THAT THAI MAY WONDER WHY I 
AM ONLY TRANSITING BANGKOK. PLEASE EXPLAIN TO THOSE RTG 
OFFICIALS WHO RAISE QUESTION THAT ON CURRENT TRIP I HAVE 
EXTREMELY TIGHT SCHEDULE WHICH SIMPLY DOES NOT PERMIT ME 
TO STOP AT ALL COUNTRIES I WOULD LIKE TO VISIT AT THIS 

TIME. YOU MAY ALSO INDICATE TRIP ITINERARY IS ESSENTIALLY 
DESIGNED TO ALLOW FOR SCHEDULED CONFERENCE IN AUSTRALIA 
AND TO FAMILIARIZE MYSELF WITH COUNTRIES WHICH I HAVE NOT 
PREVIOUSLY VISITED (E.G., INDONESIA AND MALAYSIA). WHILE 
I CANNOT BE SPECIFIC AS TO TIMING OF SUBSEQUENT EA TRIP, 

YOU MAY ASSURE THAI THAT I INTEND TO VISIT THAILAND 
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. KISSINGER 
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